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THE GREAT WALL OF 
CHINA 



SEE VIEW ATTACHED 
HERETO 



THE great wall of China, that wonderful achievement of 
human labour, built as a defence against the incursions 
of the northern tribes, is still standing, while similar 
structures built by the Romans at a much later date, 
notably that by Hadrian, in Britain, about 119 a.d., have crum- 
bled to the ground. It was in 214 B.C. that Shih Hwang- ti 
determined to erect a grand barrier along the north of his vast 
empire. The wall commences at the Shanhai Pass (40° N. lat., 
119° 50' East long.), where it may be seen scaling the precipices 
and topping the craggy hills of the country. From the Shanhai 
Pass it travels westward till it terminates at the Chia-yii barrier 
gate, the road through which leads to the western regions. Its 
length in a straight line would be 1,255 miles, but if measured 
along its sinuosities, this distance must be increased to 1,500 
miles. It is formed by two strong retaining walls of brickwork 
rising from granite foundations, the space between being filled up 
with stones and earth. The breadth at its base is about 25 feet 
and at the top 15 feet. The surface at the top was covered with 
bricks and is now overgrown with grass. 
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THIS hand-book is issued by the Chinese Government Railways with 
a view to giving the seeker after information some general idea of 
the cities of historic and scenic value situated in the districts serv- 
ed by the Chinese Government lines and in addition hi supplying 
a variety of information useful to travellers. In another booklet will be 
given the detailed particulars of arrangements now in force for special 
Through Tickets at reduced fares, Return Tourist Tickets, Circular Tours 
in China, Circular Tours between China and Japan, etc. 

It is only within recent years that travellers began to turn their 
attention to places of historical and scenic interest in the interior of China ; 
hitherto they were content to confine themselves more or less to the 
Treaty Ports. Now China has more than 6,000 miles of railway, and there 
are, in addition, luxurious river steamers plying on the Yangtze Kiang, 
and several lines of well -equipped steamers running between Shanghai, 
Hongkong, Canton, Tientsin and other cities. The Through and Return 
Tickets, Circular Tours, etc., offer many attractions and at all principal 
points ample hotel accommodation under good management is now avail- 
able. New modern hotels are, however, constantly being established, 
and conditions for travel in China have vastly improved within these few 
years. Each year an ever- increasing number of travellers visit this 
ancient and intensely interesting country, and are pleasantly surprised at 
the ease with which they travel over the great part of its immense area. 

The object of this publication is to make these facilities still further 
known and to assist in the development of this vast and, comparatively 
speaking, newly opened -up country. 
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'HE Chinese Republic 
stretches from lati 
tude53N. to 18 N 
and from longitude 
74 E. to 134 E. It is 
bounded on the north 
and north-west by 
Siberia, on the west by- 
Russian Turkestan, on 
the south and east by 
Burma, Tongking and the Pacific Ocean, and on the north-east by Korea. 
Within these boundaries lies an area of 4,278,352 square miles of the most 
varied country in the world ; mountain, plateau, valley and plain giving 
place to each other in rapid succession, and on this area lives and thrives a 
population estimated at 400,000,000 souls who are remarkably peaceful and 
industrious. The written language of the country is the same throughout, 
with the exception of Mongolia and Thibet, each of which has a language 
of its own. The colloquial language (dialect) however differs greatly in 
the different provinces. The official figures give the population and area 
of the various parts of the Republic as follows. A very casual glance at 
these figures will show that the density of population varies enormously. 
Thus in China Proper there are roughly 266 people to the square mile, 
whilst in Mongolia and Chinese Turkestan there are only two people to 
the same area, and in Thibet and Manchuria 14 and 23 respectively. 



China Proper^ 





Area in 




Persons per 




Sq. Miles. 


Population. 


Sq. Mile. 


Anhwei 


54,826 


23,672,300 


432 


Chekiang 


36,680 


11,580,000 


310 


Chihli 


115,830 


20,930,000 


180 


Fukien 


46,332 


23,870,000 


492 


Honan 


67,954 


25,317,820 


373 


Hunan 


83,398 


22,169,000 


265 


Hupeh 


71,428 


35,280,000 


495 


Kansu 


125,483 


10,386,000 


82 


Kiangsi 


69,498 


26,532,000 


382 


Kiangsu 


38,610 


23,980,230 


620 


Kwangsi 


77,220 


5,142,000 


66 


Kwangtung . . 


100,000 


31,865,200 


318 


Kweichow 


67,182 


7,650,000 


114 


Shansi... 


81,853 


10,200,000 


149 


Shantung 


55,984 


38,247,900 


683 


Shensi... 


75,290 


8,450,000 


112 


Szechwan 


218,533 


68,724,800 


314 


^Yunnan 


146,718 


12,721,500 


86 
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Area in 




sq. Miles 


Manchuria 
Mongolia 
Chinese Turkestan 
Thibet ... 


363,700 

... 1,267,953 

550,579 

463,320 



Persons per 
Population. Sq. Mile. 

8,500,000 23 

2,580,000 2 

1,200,000 2 

6,430,000 14 

As the foregoing table shows, it is usual to divide the Chinese 
Republic into China Proper, consisting of "The Eighteen Provinces,*' 
Manchuria, Mongolia, Chinese Turkestan and Thibet representing the five 
different races of which the Republic is formed. 

China Proper extends from Hainan and Canton in the torrid south 
to Peking and the Great Wall in the frigid north. Longitudinally China 
Proper stretches from the high western borders of Thibet to the delta of 
the mighty Yangtze Kiang. This area of over a million and a third 
square miles is most conveniently divided up by nature into three parts, 
each the basin of a river. The northern portion consists of all the 
country in the basin of the Hwang Ho, with an estimated area of 
390,000 sq. miles and a population of ninety-five million souls. In this 
region is included the valley of the Pei Ho. This region is very fertile 
when there is abundant rain, but liable to famine in case of drought. 
The provinces in this basin are Kansu, Shensi, Shansi, Honan, Chihli 
and Shantung. The second region is that of the basin of the Yangtze, 
the great central waterway of China. In this region lie the provinces of 
Szechwan, Hunan, Hupeh, Kiangsi, Anhwei and Kiangsu. This basin 
is the richest, the largest, the most populous, the most favoured, of 
the three great divisions of China, and the great central artery of com- 
munication, the Yangtze, has attached to it a vast network of navigable 
streams. The great lakes of China are found in this valley, which is also 
the region of the great Treaty Ports. The third region is the basin of 
the Si Kiang, with which are included the coast provinces south of the 
Yangtze delta. This region is highly diversified in character, abounding 
in mineral wealth and in semi-tropical productions. The provinces 
included in this basin are Yunnan, Kweichow, Kwangsi, Kwangtung, 
Fukien and Chekiang, and of these six, three are maritime. Manchuria, 
Mongolia, Chinese Turkestan and Thibet lie, in the order named, in the 
northern and western boundaries of China Proper. 

The internal communications of China present a remarkable contrast. 
On the one hand China is traversed by numberless roads and, though 
few are paved or metalled, a vast amount of domestic traffic passes over 
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them. At the same time an enormous volume of trade passes over the 
Railways and along the great waterways of China. There is probably no 
country in the world so well supplied with water communication — 
certainly in no other country is such full advantage taken of it. The 
centre of the whole system is the Yangtze Kiang, with its many tributaries, 
and numerous canals or canalized streams, the greatest artery of this 




kind being the Grand Canal itself. Contrasted with these ancient lines 
of communication and tedious means of travel is China's rapidly 
extending Railway system with its through services of well equipped 
trains, containing sleeping and buffet cars, and providing a degree of 
comfort which compares favourably with that obtained in any country. 
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g^j THE RAILWAYS OF CHINA XX 



The development and extension of China's railway system during 
the last generation forms a fascinating story and has undoubtedly been a 
decisive factor in the marvellous development of the country's resources 
during this period. At present there are some 10,964 kilometres (6,813 
miles) of railway running through the country, of which 6,411 kilometres 
(3,984 miles) are within the system of the Chinese Government Railways. 
The chief lines are as follows : 

1. — Peking-Mukden Line. The earliest railw r ay system in China. 
Main Line : Peking to Mukden, 847 kilometres (526 miles). Branches : 
(1) Peking to Tunghsien South, 25 kilometres (15 miles). (2) Tientsin 
(Central) to Hsiku, 3.67 kilometres (2.28 miles). (3) Peitaiho to Peitaiho 
Beach, 8.35 kilometres (5.19 miles). (4) Koupangtzu to Yingkou, 91 
kilometres (57 miles). 

2. — Peking-Hankow Line, 1,214 kilometres (754 miles). Branches: 
(1) Sipienmen to Kwanganmen, 8 kilometres (5 miles). (2) Fengtai to 
Changsintien, 10 kilometres (6 miles). (3) Liangsiang to Toli, 17 kilometres 
(10J miles), to local coalmines. (4) Liuliho to Chowkowtien, 15 kilometres 
(9 miles), to local coal mines. (5) Kaopeitien to Liangkochwang, 43 
kilometres (27 miles), to Hsiling (Imperial Tombs). (6) Kaoyihsien to 
Linchen, 24 kilometres (15 miles), to local coal mines. 

3. — Peking-Suiyuan Line, 668 kilometres (415 miles). Fengtai to 
Kalgan, 201 kilometres (125 miles), opened in September, 1909. Kalgan 
to Tatung, 182 kilometres (113 miles), opened in March, 1915. Tatung to 
Fengchen, 45 kilometres (28 miles), opened in September, 1916. Fengchen 
to Suiyuan, 240 kilometres (149 miles), opened in May, 1921. Branches: 
(1) Chengyangmen to Hsichimen (round city branch), 15.38 kilometres 
(9.56 miles). (2) Hsichimen to Mentowkow, 26 kilometres (16 miles). (3) 
Suanhwafu to Shuimo, 8.64 kilometres (5.37 miles). (4) Tatungfu to 
Kowchuan, 20 kilometres (12 miles). 

4.-— Tientsin-Pukow Line, 1,009 kilometres (627 miles). Completed 
in 1911. Branches: (1) Chentangehuang to Liangwangchuang, 25 kilo- 
metres (16 miles). (2) Lokow to Huangtaichiao, 8 kilometres (5 miles). 
(3) Yenchowfu to Tsiningchow, 32 kilometres (21 miles). (4) Lincheng to 
Tsaochuang, 31 kilometres (20 miles). 
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5, — Shanghai-Nanking Line, 311 kilometres (193 miles), opened to 
Nanking in 1908. Branch: Shanghai to Woosung, 16 kilometres (10 miles), 
opened in 1898. A line connecting the Shanghai-Nanking Line with the 
Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo Line was completed in 1916, passing through 
the outskirts of the foreign settlement, 17 kilometres (10 J miles). 

6. — Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo Line, 351 kilometres (218 miles). 
Shanghai to Zahkou (6 kilometres or 4 miles beyond Hangchow City), 
196 kilometres (122 miles), opened in August, 1908, Ningpo to Tsaongo 
River, 78 kilometres (48 miles), opened in October, 1916. 

7. — Canton-Hankow Line. Length when completed (approx.) 1,207 
kilometres (750 miles). Canton to Shiuchow, 224 kilometres (139 milles) ; 
Wuchang to Chuchow, 53 kilometres (or 33 miles beyond Changsha North), 
417} kilometres (259} miles). 

8. — Canton-Kowioon Line, 179 kilometres (111 miles). Canton to 
Shumchun (Chinese Section), 143 kilometres (89 miles), opened in 1911. 
Shumchun to Kowloon (British Section), 36 kilometres (22 miles), opened 
a 1910. A connection with Canton-Hankow Line is to be made by a loop 
round the north of Canton City. 

9. — Canton -Samshiu Line, 49 kilometres (30} miles), double to 
Fatshan, 16 kilometres (10 miles). 

10. — Tsingtau-Tsinan Line, 394 kilometres (245 miles). Branches: 
Changtien to Poshan, 39 kilometres (24 miles); Tzuchuan to Tzuchuan 
Colliery, 6} kilometres (4 miles) ; Chinlingchen to Tiehshan, 6} kilometres 
(4 miles). 

11. — Chengtingfu-Taiyuanfu Line. From Shihkiachwang (next sta- 
tion south of Chengtingfu) on the Peking-Hankow Line to Taiyuanfu 
243 kilometres (151 miles), metre gauge. 

12. — Taokow-Chinghua Line, 150 kilometres (93 miles), crosses the 
Peking-Hankow Line at Sinsiang. 

13. — The Lung-Hai Line. Lanchowfu in Kansu to the sea, when 
completed, over 1,200 kilometres (750 miles). Kwanyintang to Loyang 
(Western Section), 92 kilometres (57 miles); Loyang to Kaifeng (Pienlo 
Line), -55 "kilometres (similes) ; Kaifeng to Hsuchowfu (Eastern Section), 



•%& kilometres (l&Tniles). 



14. — Chuchow -Pinghsiang Line. Chuchow to Anyuen, 90i kilometres 
(56 miles), to serve coal mines, 
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15. — Kiukiang-Nanehang Railway, 136 kilometres (84 J miles). 

16. — Changehow-Amoy Line, 28 kilometres (17J miles). 

17. — -Chaochow-Swatow Railway, 42 kilometres (26 miles). 

18.— Sunning Railway (Kwangtung). Paikai to Taukshan 127 J 
kilometres (79 miles). Branch: Sunning City to Paksha, 34 kilometres 
(21 miles). 

19. — Tayeh Mines Railway (Hupei), narrow gauge. Tiehshanfu to 
Huangshihkang, 30 kilometres (18 J miles). 

20. — Kirin -Changchun Line, 125 kilometres (78 miles) 

21. — -Ssupingkai-Chingchiatun Line, 884ulometres (54| miles). 

22, — Chinese Eastern Railway, 5-foot gauge. Manchuli to Vladivostok, 
1,716 kilom3tre3 (1,036 miles). Harbin to Kuanchentze, 2.25 kilometres 
(or 1.40 miles from Changchun), 240 kilometres (149 miles). Under Chinese 
and Russian control. 

23. — Tsitsihar Light Railway, metre gauge. Connecting Tsitsihar 
with the Chinese Eastern Railway at Ang-ang-chi, 29 kilometres (18 miles 
Opened August, 1909. 

24. — South Manchuria Railway. Main Line : Dairen (Dalny) to 
Kuanchentze, 2.25 kilometres (or 1.40 miles beyond Changchun), 704 
kilometres (437 miles), double line. Branches: (1) Choushuitzu to Port 
Arthur, 51 kilometres (31 J miles). (2) Tashihchiao to Yingkou (New 
chwang), 22 kilometres ( 14 miles). (3) Yentai to Taikang, 16 kilometres 
(10 mile3). (4) Yushutai to Fushun, 41 kilometres (25 J miles), to the 
coal mine3. (5) Fengtien (Mukden) to Antung, 276 kilometres (171$ 
miles). Under Japanese control. 

25.— Laokai to Yunnanfu, 465 kilometres (289 miles), as extension 
of the line from Hanoi, metre gauge. Completed January, 1910. Under 
French control. 

ROUTES TO CHINA. 

There are three routes to China from the West ; via Suez, the Pacific 
or Siberia. By either of the two former the principal port of entry is 
Shanghai, though many trans- Pacific passengers may disembark in Japan 
and enter China from Korea. In either case the railway system affords 
quick and easy access to interior points. The journey from Europe 
occupies between five and six weeks, that from America varies from 14 to 
23 djiys. Via Sib3ria China may be reached from Europe within a 
fortnight, and it is hoped that the early resumption of this service will still 
^ further facilitate the journey to the Far East. 



[ 10 ] 



CLIMATE. 

Stretching as it does from the tropics to the confines of Siberia, 
China has every variety of climate, from enervating heat to sub -arctic 
cold, and from copious rainfall to aridity. In the North, the winter 
months, November to March, are exceedingly cold, the mercury averaging 
zero ; the weather, however, is generally bright and unclouded. On the 
other hand, the summer averages a temperature of 78 ; thus the best 
time to visit this part of the country is during the spring and autumn. 
South China is warm, with a rainy summer, but the winter months 
are generally dry and pleasant. The S.W. monsoon blows from April to 
October, and the N.E. monsoon from then to the following March. 
Central China lies climatically between the North and South and is less sub 
ject to extremes than either. The most pleasant time for a visit, there- 
fore, is the spring and autumn in North China, the late autumn and early 
spring in Central China, and the late winter and early spring in the 
South. 

PASSPORTS AND CUSTOMS. 

Valid passports, endorsed by the responsible Chinese Authorities, are 
necessary for travel in the interior of China, and entitle the bearer during 
the term specified to travel freely in the provinces mentioned thereon. 
They should be endorsed as occasion may require by the local magistrates. 

Visitors are not unduly troubled with Customs formalities in China, 
articles of clothing and personal effects being allowed to enter and leave 
the country after only a formal inspection The Customs Authorities, 
however, reserve the right of detaining and examining all nailed-down 
cases. An ad valorem duty, usually 5 per cent, is levied on curios, etc., 
when taken out of the country. 

CURRENCY. 

The official currency units of China are the Tael and the Dollar. 
Both are of silver, and their value, expressed in terms of foreign money, 
fluctuates considerably. The normal value of the Chinese Dollar is 
roughly Gold $0.50 or 2/- in English money. Railway fares, prices at 
hotels and stores and small transactions generally are quoted in dollars, 
while large commercial transactions, professional fees, etc., are fixed in 
Taels. The two may be roughly converted at the rate of Tls. 3 equal $4. 
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TOURIST AGENCIES. 

Agencies, at which the fullest information relative to trawl in China, 
and all necessary tickets, hoth local and through, may he obtained, are 
maintained by Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son, the well-known international 
trawl a<_rmts. at Peking, Ticnt sin, Shanghai and Kongkong. The Amrri- 
can Express Co. and the Japan Tourist Bureau also act as agents for 
the sale of through tickets over the Chinese Government Railways. 



RAILWAY TIME. 




When it is 12.00 Nfoon 
(China Coast Time) 

Ofl 

Chinese Gov. Rlys. 

and 

South Manchuria Railway 






1.00 P.M. 
(Central Japan Time) 



12.23 P.M. 

(Harbin Time) 



4.00 A.M. 
(Greenwich Time) 



Japanese Rlys. & Chosen Line Chinese Eastern Railway Railways in Western Europe 

(Japan & Chosen) (North Manchuria) Western Europe 
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CHINESE GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS 
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THE Government railways of China extend for upwards of 9,656 
kilometres (6,000 miles) through the most important districts, con- 
necting the Capital, Peking, with the principal provincial cities — a 
rapidly growing network of connecting lines will in the near future make 
for still greater facilities. 

Travellers arriving in China from Chosen and Japan via the South 
Manchuria Railway first make the acquaintance of the Chinese Government 
Railways at Mukden, from which city the Peking-Mukden Line maintains 
a daily service of direct trains to the Capital. The Peking-Mukden Line 




THE CHENYANGMEN STATION, PEKING 

passes through the provinces of Manchuria and Chihli, touching at the 
important cities of Shanhaikuan and Tientsin. A branch line from Kou- 
pangtzu gives access to Yingkou (Newchwang) which was, until the 
development of Dairen, the principal port for Manchuria and even now 
retains a very considerable trade importance. 

From Peking travellers may penetrate to Inner Mongolia by way of the 
Peking-Suiyuan Line, which connects Peking with the important trade 
centres of Kalgan, Tatungfu, Fengchen and Suiyuan. This line passes 
through the Nankow Pass and practically follows the old caravan route 
from North China to Mongolia, 

The Peking -Hankow Line maintains a daily train service between 
Peking and Hankow, on the Yangtze River, and connections may be made 
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at different points of the line with branch railways running into the 
interior provinces, notably at Shihkiachwang Station with the Chengtai 
line to Taiyuanfu. 

Connections from Peking to Nanking, Shanghai and the South are 
maintained jointly by the Peking -Mukden and Tientsin-Pukow Lines, 
which run through express trains between Peking and Pukow, passing en 
route Tientsin, a prominent port in North China, and Tsinanfu, the pro- 
vincial city of Shantung province, which is linked up by rail with Tsing- 
tau. An efficient ferry service between Pukow and Nanking is operated 
by the Tientsin -Pukow Line. 

The Shanghai -Nanking Line connects Nanking with Shanghai and 
passes through the cities of Chinkiang and Soochow, while the Shanghai- 
Hangchow-Ningpo Line maintains a connection between Shanghai and 
Hangchow. The district served by these two lines is one of the most 
fertile, thickly populated and interesting in China. 

All the main lines mentioned operate daily services of through trains, 
provided with Sleeping and Buffet cars, for particulars of which travellers 
are referred to the time tables. 




OHIENMEN GATE, TEKING 
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THE PEKING-MUKDEN LINE 



PEKING 

Hotels: Grand Hotel des Wagons Lits Oriental Hotel (Tung Fang) 

Grand Hotel de Pekin Astor House Hotel (Chang An) 

Fusan Hotel 

Peking, Mecca alike of the scholar, collector and tourist, has a history 
dating back centuries before the Christian era, though the city as we 
know it to-day was planned and built by Kublai Khan in the 13th century, 
Everything that is richest, most wholesome, most splendid and most 
interesting in Chinese life, workmanship and art, here reaches its highest 
level of excellence. It is the metropolis and all that is best in the last 
seven centuries has gravitated to it. Here one sees Imperial splendour 
undecayed. The best units of the Chinese Army, the largest universities, 
the finest art collections, the richest temples and the most magnificent 
palaces in China may here be seen. Peking is all that is characteristically 
Chinese in the superlative degree, and goes along with its life oblivious to 
the little foreign colony resident there and indifferent to the thoughts and 
ways of the Occidentals who come and go. Great changes have come in 
recent years, changes which have modernized and improved the city in 
many ways, but which have not altered in any degree its character or 
detracted from its abiding charm. It has now a population of about seven 
hundred thousand, more than half of whom live in the congested districts of 
the Southern city. While the majority of these are, of course, Northern 
Chinese, there are men from every province, Mongols, Manchus, Turko- 
mans and Thibetans, and quite a number in the north-east corner of the 
city of mixed Russian and Chinese blood. The merchants and craftsmen 
of 18 provinces are represented by more than 300 guilds and in almost every 
street of the city one can hear spoken many different provincial dialects. 

The city is divided into two unequal parts, the * 'Tartar City" to the 
north and the "Chinese City" to the south, both enclosed by massive walls, 
pierced by sixteen gates. Above these are set blockhouses, their curving 
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green-tiled roofs and ornamented woodwork hardly suggesting the essen- 
tially warlike use for which they were designed. Soldiers of the Republic, 
rifle on shoulder, patrol the wall in the neighbourhood of these block- 
houses, successors to the archers who in times gone by defended the city 
from these strategic points of vantage. Inside the Tartar City is another 
wall of vermilion red colour, enclosing the Imperial City, former place of 
residence of the Manchu officials and Court functionaries. In the centre 




of the latter is yet another wall, crenellated, loopholed and surrounded by 
a moat, which guards the Forbidden City, that once mysterious and 
sacred spot in which dwelt the Imperial Family, from whose fastnesses 
issued the Edicts which governed the Empire, and to which only the 
highly-placed could gain admittance. 

Modern changes have left the city in its outward appearance substan- 
tially unaltered since Manchu days. Its broad main thoroughfares have 
.been macadamized and some excellent roads built in the neighbourhood , 
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affording many enjoyable motor trips into the surrounding country, and 
rendering easily accessible architectural treasures a visit to which formerly 
entailed an arduous journey on horseback or by sedan-chair. Two large 
modern hotels, replete with every comfort, accommodate the ever- 
increasing number of visitors. 









THE TEMPLE OF HEAVEN, I'EI- 




Many weeks may be spent in visiting palaces, temples, Imperial 
Tombs, etc. Following are the principal points of interest : — 

The famous Temple and Altar of Heaven 
THE TEMPLE AND form a monument to those far-off days in 

ALTAR OF HEAVEN the country's history when the Chinese held 

a primitive monotheistic faith, before the 
introduction of Buddhism and Taoism, before even the birth of Confucius. 
The former is a tall dome-like building set upon a marble platform, its 
three blue-tiled roofs surmounted by a golden ball and supported by 
numerous red-coloured columns. The interior and ceiling are masterpieces 
of exquisite painting and tracery comparable to, but more intricate than 
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the interiors of some of the finest. Mohammedan mosques. The latter is a 
marble altar of three platforms and is profoundly impressive on account of 
the boldness of its conception and the simplicity of its construction. With 
the Taj Mahal at Agra it has been called a "poem in stone.*' Here took 
place one of the most solemn, if the most pagan, of the ceremonies of old 
China. The Emperor would proceed there in state and kneeling in the 
exact centre of the altar, would render an account to the deity of his 
public actions during the year past and invoke the divine blessing on the 
coming year, afterwards repairing to the Temple of Heaven to hold 
council with the high officials of state, the ceremony being attended with 
the utmost pomp. The buildings were first erected in the year 1420 A.D. 
and are enclosed in an extensive walled park. 




ALTAR OF HEAVEN, PEKING 

Near by is the smaller Altar of Agriculture, with its 

THE ALTAR OF Temples, scene of another ceremony almost, if not 

AGRICULTURE quite, as ancient. The Emperor, with the Princes 

of the Blood and his leading Ministers, made an 
annual visit here, and after sacrificing to the spirit of Hsien Nung, the 
first farmer, ploughed three double furrows in a neighbouring field, the 
others following, in order of rank, until the whole field had been put 
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TELLOW TEMPLE, PEKING 
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under the plough. This ceremony constituted the Imperial recognition of 
the importance of agriculture in the State. 

Situated inside the Imperial City, walled ancf 
THE FORBIDDEN moated, access is gained by four gateways, 
C,TY situated at the points of the compass, ovei| 

marble bridges ornamented by delicate and 
intricate carving. With the exception of the northern end, where 
the ex-Emperor still lives, surrounded by a skeleton court, and re- 
ceiving all the honours, as far as circumstances permit, which were 




NOfirra lake, fokbiduex city, ikm\ . 



rendered to his predecessors, the entire city is now open to the public. 
The city and palaces were erected in the 15th century by Kublai Khan, 
and probably present much the same appearance to-day as when they 
made such a profound impression on Marco Polo. The interior is 
intricately but symmetrically laid out, with a profuse display of white 
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marble paving and balustrades, and Imperial yellow tiles. Inside the 
western entrance to the Palace enclosure is the State Museum, containing 
part of a huge collection of Chinese antiques brought to Peking through 
many generations by the Manchus. 

This is the name commonly given to a 
THE WINTER PALACE number of temples and palaces grouped 

around the three lakes to the west of the 
Forbidden City, some of the palaces being reserved for the residence of 

the President and his 
family. They are not 
open to the public, but 
through the courtesy of 
the Foreign Office, visi- 
tors to the city may 
gain admittance to the 
groimds of the North 
Lake on presentation of 
a pass, obtainable, in 
the case of foreign visi- 
tors, from their respec- 
tive Legations. The 
groimds and the Lotus- 
covered lake are well 
worth a visit in them- 
selves, the chief object 
of interest being a 
marble Buddhist pagoda 
of considerable height 
and great beauty and 
of a type common in 
Western China and in 
Thibet. From a plat- 
form near the top, to reach which entails a climb of about 200 stairs, 
an unequalled view of the city is enjoyed. Walls, blockhouses, palaces 
and pagodas form an unforgettable panorama, with the green beauty 
of the palace enclosure in the foreground, and the glistening yellow 
roofs of the Forbidden City immediately beneath. A white marble 
bridge crosses the north lake. 




ceiling -throne room, Peking 
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Situated near the Winter Palace, an enormous 
THE COAL HILL mound said to have been formed of coal, but, 

now at least covered to a depth of some feet 
with soil. According to history, it was formed by one of the Emperors 
of the Mongol dynasty, that in the event of a siege, the city should have 
an adequate supply of coal. Crowned with five graceful pagodas, one at 
the summit and one at each comer, it forms an interesting feature of the 
city, visible from almost any part. 




THE TEMPLE OF CONFUCIUS, PEKING 

A Buddhist monastery, its monks being chiefly 
THE LAMA TEMPLE Mongolians and Thibetans. In the days of 

the Empire the Abbot was in effect the 
diplomatic representative of the Dalai Lama at Lhassa to the Chinese 
Court, and thus held an unofficial political position of considerable 
importance. Now all is changed, and the Imperial grants withdrawn, 
the Temple has fallen to some extent into disrepair, but still remains 
the centre of Buddhism, or rather of that extreme form of sacerdotal 
Buddhism known as Lamaism, in North China. The sound of chanted 
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sutras will strike the ear of the visitor arriving at certain hours of the 
day, and each afternoon there takes place the so -called Gregorian 
Chant, a service the similarity of which to the Catholic Mass has been 
frequently remarked on by missionaries of that faith. 

I )ediented to the memory of the Chinese 
THE CONFUCIAN TEMPLE philosopher, official and reformer, Kung. 

The quiet, well kept grounds, the many 
old trees and the magnificent temple buildings, showing as they do every 
trace of careful attention and repair, are evidences of the respect and 
devotion in which this great moral teacher is still held. The near-by 
Hall of Classics was originally built as a school for princes and nobles. 
The main building is rectangular, with a double roof of yellow tiles, 
topped with a golden ball. 

The beautiful summer resort of the Imperial 
THE SUMMER PALACE Family, built in the early 'nineties of the 

last century by the late Empress -Dowager. 
Built on a hillside, an artificial lake at its base, both the palace buildings 
and the grounds represent the last word in the architect's and decorator's 
art ; nowhere else, even in Peking, will be found such wealth of colour, 
such perfection of detail, and such cunning use of the natural beauties 
of the place to enhance the effect of the whole. A pleasant couple of 
hours may be spent in the grounds and on the lake, and a visit should be 
made to the Marble Boat, a tea-house buUt on the lake in the form of a 
gondola. 

Easily visible from many parts of Peking, 
THE WESTERN HILLS the Western Hills afford in their countless 
temples, groves and watered valleys, a picnic 
ground for travellers who wish to see something of Chinese rural life. 
The first object of interest is the Jade Fountain, a short distance beyond 
the Summer Palace. This little park with its famous spring, its pagodas 
and temples was for long a favourite pleasure ground of the Manchus. 
Some of the temples are of Indian design, introduced by the missionaries of 
the Buddhist faith who long ago came from India in considerable 
numbers. A visit should be paid to Pi Yun Ssu temple, erected at a 
picturesque spot in a tree -covered cleft in the hills, and formerly one of 
the most important in the neighbourhood of Peking, to the Imperial 
Hunting Park, now open to the public, and to Pa Ta Chu, where a com- 
fortable hotel has been built. 
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TIENTSIN 

140 kilometres (86 miles) from Peking 

Hotels : Astor House, Imperial, Hotel de la Paix, Court Hotel, 
Belmont Hotel, Hsi Yii Pieh Hsu, New Hotel (Hsin Li 
Hser), Te Yi Lou, China Hotel (Chung Kuo Li Kuan). Sta- 
tions : Tientsin East (for foreign hotels, etc.) and Tientsin 
Central. 

Population : Approximately 800,000 (6,000 foreign residents). 

The most important commercial city in North China, situated at the 
junction of the Grand Canal with the Pei-Ho River. Its origin may be 
traced back to 1368 A.D., when a frontier garrison was established here 
called the Tientsin Wai-Cheng, but its growth dates from 1858, in which 
year it was declared open to international trade. Since the latter year the 
city has enjoyed great commercial prosperity, and during the last quarter 
of the nineteenth century considerable political importance, as the official 
residence of China's great statesman Li Hung Chang, at that time Viceroy 
of Chihli of which province Tientsin is the capital. From his Yamen here 
the foreign policy of the Empire was for many years directed, and the city 
and province to-day still bear witness to his reforming zeal. Objects of 
interest are the "Gordon Hall," named after General Gordon of Taiping 
Rebellion fame, the Drum Tower, a fine old specimen of that ancient 
Chinese institution, and the Li Hung Chang Memorial Temple, situated fti 
the back of the Viceroy's Yamen in extensive ornamental grounds. Of 
more recent interest are the Industrial Institute, organized by Yuan Shih 
Kai, where may be seen the manufacture of porcelain, carpets, silk and 
cloth, and the Victoria Park, adjoining the Gordon Hall. 

Tientsin runs fairly close with Hankow as second port to Shanghai, 
as it is the gateway not only for the metropolitan province of Chihli, but 
also for the larger part of the northern provinces and Mongolia. With the 
development of the Peking-Suiyuan Railway it will probably make still 
further strides. 

TONGKU 

183 kilometres (114 miles) from Peking 

Tongku is the station for Taku, situated at the mouth of the Pei 
Ho. The district around Taku is famous for the production of salt. Jn 
the vicinity of the railway line are many large saltfields into which sea 
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water is taken by means of pumps operated by windmills. The water 
is allowed to evaporate and the salt left is collected. Large mounds of 
the salt may be seen from the train when passing through the district. 

TONGSHAN 

270 kilometres (168 miles) from Peking 
Tongshan owes ita importance to the rich coalfields in its neighbour- 
hood which are the property of the Kailan Mining Administration. The 
workshops of the Peking-Mukden Line are also situated at Tongshan. 
Before the advent of railways the coal from the Tongshan mines was con- 
veyed to Hsukochuang by cart and thence to Tientsin by canal. In 
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course of time a small locomotive was constructed for haulage purposes and 
this engine, known as the * 'Rocket of China," is still to be seen in the 
Railway Museum, Peking. 

The line between Tongshan and Hsukochuang was the first steel rail 
track laid in China and, in due course, was extended to Tongku and 
Tientsin, thus forming the foundation of the present Peking-Mukden Line. 
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PEITAIHO (BEACH STATION) 

387 kilometres (247 miles) from Peking 

Hotel. — Peitaiho Hotel and Strand Hotel open during the season 
only. 

Peitaiho (Beach Station) is reached by a branch line from Peitaiho 
Station. 

This flourishing seaside resort is situated on the Gulf of Pechili, along 
the shore of which for several miles are built numerous summer villas and 
bungalows. Begun more than twenty years ago as a rest station for mis- 
sionaries, the place, by reason of its cool summer and great natural 
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HATIIINU AT PEITAIHO 

beauty, has grown rapidly and now has a summer population of well over 
three thousand. Fine beaches afford opportunity for excellent bathing, 
while the recreation grounds maintained by the Rocky Point Association 
provide tennis and other games. 

The railway station is near Rocky Point, on which most of the resid- 
ences are built. Other districts are East Cliff and Lighthouse Point to 
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the east and West End to the west of Rocky Point. The Lotus Hills are 
much frequented by picnic parties, and pleasant excursions may be made 
from Peitaiho to the mountains lying to the north. 

A trip, which can be made, is to Peinuiting, thirty miles distance, 
where there is a tiny monastery which rivals in antiquity the Great Wall 
itself. This monastery is built on a cliff 2,000 feet high and k the visitor is 
rewarded by one of the finest panoramas of mountain, plain and sea to be 
had anywhere. 

CHINWANGTAO 

405 kilometres (252 miles) from Peking 

Hotel. — Rest House. 

Chinwangtao is an ice free port and is of interest to visitors as a 
summer resort. It is situated on the Gulf of Pechili and, during the 
season, visitors from various parts of North China come to escape the 
summer heat and enjoy sea bathing. Excursions can be made to various 
places in the hills, including "Wan-chiian-szu," where there are warm 
springs. Excellent golf links. 

The Kailan Mining Administration own the harbour and use it largely 
for the export of coal. 

SHANHAIKUAN 
422 kilometres (263 miles) from Peking 

Hotel. — Railway Hotel. 

Shanhaikuan, midway between Peking and Mukden, contains the 
famous castle at the eastern extremity of the Great Wall, where the 
mountain ranges from the three directions of west, north and east meet 
together, ending in a bluff edge, and descend in a low slope to the coast. 
This barrier castle, called the Shanhaikuan Castle, was constructed, occupy- 
ing a most important strategical position for defence against the inroads of 
Manchurian and Mongolian invaders. 

The city is surrounded by a wall 40 feet high, 20 feet thick and 3 
miles in circumference. The wall is pierced by four two-storeyed gates, 
facing the four cardinal points of the compass. On the upper storey 
of the East Gate hangs a famous tablet, on which is inscribed in Chinese 
characters "The First Gate in the Realm." The view from the upper 
storey of the East Gate is very fine, taking in the regions inside and out- 
side the Great Wall. The Great Wall runs parallel to the east side of the 
wall of the city, with an opening opposite the East Gate. 
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There is a fine bathing beach here, and Shanhaikuan is one of the 
Summer holiday resorts of North China residents. 

To the west of the railway, about two miles away, the foot hills of a 
mountain range rise from the plain. Here the Great Wall can be seen to 
advantage, crossing the opening plain, mounting the rise to an elevation 
of a thousand feet, continuing along ridges and across almost inacessible 
gullies and ravines, until it gradually vanishes from sight among the 
mountains, while at measured distances will be noticed the square watch 
towers. The Great Wall was built some 2,000 years ago. Travellers may 
spend several very pleasant days here, visiting the Great Wall and making 
excursions to the various temples in the mountains to the north. 

YINGKOU (NEWCHWANG) 
760 kilometres (473 miles) from Peking 

Hotel. — Astor House. 

Yingkou, the station for Newchwang, is reached by a branch line 
from Koupangtzu. 

Newchwang is situated on the left bank of the Liao River and is of 
considerable importance as a centre for the Manchurian import and 
export trade. A steam ferry, across the river from Yingkou Station 
Wharf to Newchwang, is operated by the Peking-Mukden Line, and 
Newchwang is also connected with the South Manchuria Railway by a 
branch line to Tashihchiao. 

MUKDEN 

842 kilometres (524 miles) from Peking 

Hotel.— Yamato Hotel. 

Mukden is the Capital of Manchuria, and one of its oldest cities. It 
was known as Shenyang-lu under the Yuan Dynasty (1260-1368) and 
Shen-wang-wei under the Ming Dynasty (1368-1616) and in 1625 assumed 
a position of great importance when the newly risen T'sing or Manchu 
Dynasty created it the capital by establishing its seat of government there 
and changing its name to Shang-Ching. In 1644 their capital was trans- 
ferred to Peking ; since then Mukden has been the seat of the provin- 
cial Government-General. Of recent years it has grown considerably 
in importance as a commercial city and as the junction of the Man- 
churian Railway system. 
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IMPERIAL PALACES 



The city proper is surrounded by a brick wall 
pierced by eight towered gateways, in the 
centre of which will be found the old palaces 
used by the Manchus before their removal to Peking, and the present 
offices of the Government-General. The palace buildings were constructed 
in 1637 by the Emperor Tai-Tsung, and are now in very bad repair. The 
treasures of the dynasty, until recently stored at Mukden, have now been 
removed to Peking. 

The Manchu Tombs are in two groups, one 
the Tungling, or Eastern Tombs, 6 J miles 
r;isf of the city, and the other the Peiling 
or Northern Tombs. The latter are situated 
on a beautifully-wooded eminence, and can be reached after a pleasant 
drive of about four miles. 

Situated near the railway station (Feng tien) is the "New Town" 
with its macadamized roads, squares and parks, centre of the cities com- 
mercial activities. 



PEILING 
<NORTH MAUSOLEUM) 
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THE PEKING-SUIYUAN LINE 



HUANGTSUN 
12.8 kilometres (8 miles) from Peking 

Hotel.— Pa T'a Ch'u Hotel, Western Hill Hotel. 

Reached by the Peking-Mentoukou branch line, is the approach to 
the "Pa T'a Ch'u" or "Eight Celebrated Temples" situated on the slopes 
of the Western Hills. 

This is considered one of the most beautiful spots in the hills and is 
becoming very popular as a summer resort. It may also be reached by 
motor car in about half -an -hour from Peking. 

SHAHO 

22 kilometre? (14 miles) from Peking 

Hotel. — Tangshan Hotel. 

This is the station for the Tangshan Hot Springs, a favourite place 
for seekers after health. The springs are situated inside the Tangshan 
Hotel grounds and are considered a good cure for rheumatism and other 
diseases. Attached to the Hotel there is a very pretty park where the 
Emperor K'anghsi of the T'sing dynasty resided during the summer 
season. The whole place lias now been laid out as a pleasure ground 
for visitors to the Hotel. Tangshan may be reached by motor car from 
Peking in about three hours. 

NANKOW 

40 kilometres (25 miles) fromJPeking 

Hotel. — Railway Hotel, Ching Erh Hotel, 

Nankow is a small town built near the foot of the hills at the 
entrance to the Nankow Pass (Chu Yuan Kuan), a strategic gate of North 
China. 

The places of interest in the vicinity are the Ming Tombs, the Great 
Wall and the Pass itself. The length of the tunnel here is over 1,200 feet. 
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THE MING TOMBS 



Are situated about eleven miles from Nankow. 
These tombs are thirteen in number and are 
laid out on the slopes of a lovely and attractive 
valley in the hills. The first monument which one sees in approaching 
the Ming Tombs is the magnificent marble p*ailou with five entrances and 
six giant pillars supporting the heavy superstructure and the yellow-tiled 
roof. This five arch structure, with its wealth of carving, is certainly the 




THE PAILOU, MING TOMBS, NANKOW 



finest in the country. A little beyond the p'ailou is The Great Red Gate, 
a structure which figures at the entrance of all China's Imperial necropoli. 
The Triumphal Way to the Tombs is almost a mile long, paved through- 
out its length and guarded by eighteen pairs of statues of men and 
animals hewn from solid blocks of stone. Far ahead in the natural amphi- 
theatre of the hills, the great tomb of Yung Loh, an Emperor of the Ming 
dynasty, is visible and all about it, on projecting knolls, the twelve other 
tombs. 
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The most dominating building is the tomb of Yung Loh, the builder 
of modern Peking. The hall of the tablet is 180 feet long and 80 feet 
wide ; 40 pillars more than a yard in diameter, shaped from tree trunks 
and lacquered red, support the roof. The longer ones in the centre of 
the hall are fifty feet high. The frame of the roof is an elaborate stack 
of massive beams, carved in infinite detail, and sound throughout after 
500 years of service. 




THE CHU- YUNG -KUAN GATE, NANKOW PASS 



The Great Wall at its nearest point is about 
THE GREAT WALL twelve miles from Nankow, and is best reached 

from the station of Chinglungchao, situated at 
the top of the famous Nankow Pass, through which in olden times passed 
the traffic to Mongolia. The journey is a delightful one, the rugged, 
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steeply sloping sides of the Pass gradually closing in around until the 
train is creeping through a narrow valley bounded on both sides by 
precipitous mountains. The Wall was built during the reign of the 
Emperor Chin Shin Hwang about 200 B.C. Roughly 2,500 miles long, 
it runs from the sea at Shanhaikuan, in the province of Chihli, to the 
confines of far Turkestan, It is formed by two strong retaining walls of 




GREAT WALL, CHINOLUNOCHAO 



brickwork rising from granite foundations, the space between being filled 
with stones and earth. Its breadth at its base is about 25 feet and at 
the top 15 feet. No traveller to North China should miss a visit to this 
unique work of man, and arrangements for personally conducted parties 
to both the Wall and the Ming Tombs can be made at any Far Eastern 
Office of Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son. 
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KALGAN 

186 kilometres (116 miles) from Peking 

Hotel, — Henrich Hotel. 

Kalgan is an important frontier city controlling the trade with outer 
Mongolia, and is the starting -place for the great camel caravans for 
Mongolia and Central Asia, and of the automobile service to Urga, the 
Mongolian capital. The advent of the railway has greatly added to its 
prosperity, by furnishing increased facilities both for the export of skins, 
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wool and furs, and for the import of manufactured goods for distribution 
to the vast countries of the hinterland. About three miles from the 
city is an interesting temple named Yung Chuen Sze, situated on a 
mountain noted for its fine scenery. 
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TATUNGFU 

369 kilometres (230 miles) from Peking 
Tatungfu dates back to very ancient times and was an important 

fortress (under the name of Yun-chung) in the third century before the 

Christian era. It is now an important trading centre. 

The Ta-fu-sze (Grand Buddha Temple), whose notable feature is a 

large stone image of Buddha, about sixty feet high, is^situated about ten 

miles from Tatungfu. 
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SUIYUAN 

670 kilometres (41 G miles) from Peking 
The recent extension of the line to Suiyuan, lying on the borders of 
Mongolia, will give a great impetus to the trade, already extensive, of 
this old frontier city, which is the centre of many converging caravan 
routes from the interior. 
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THE PEKING-HANKOW LINE 



LIANGKOCHWANG 

127 kilometres (79 miles) from Peking 

Liangkochwang, the station for the Hsiling 
THE WESTERN TOMBS or Western Tombs, is reached by a branch 

line from Kaopeitien. These tombs of the 
Manchu Dynasty are beautifully situated among the hills in a region 
selected by the Emperor Yung Cheng as a site for his final resting place ; 
beside his tomb are those of the Emperors Chia Ching, Tao Kwang and 
Kuang Hsu. The journey from the station to the tombs can best be 
made on donkey back, that to the most distant, known as the Mou-ling, 
being reached in about two hours, passing en route the Chang-ling and 
Tai-ling tombs. On the return journey, a detour should be made to the 
Chung-ling tombs, where the late Emperor Kuang Hsu is buried. 




PALACE, HSILING TOMBS 
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There is nothing sepulchral about the magnificent park in which the 
traveller finds himself when he has passed the official buildings. The old 
Emperors had every facility for gratifying their tastes in burial sites and in 
the case of the Western Tombs labour and art have not been spared in 
adding to the beauties of a naturally beautiful setting. There are tall trees 
everywhere in clumps, groves and forests. There are parts where paved 




PAILOU AT MOU-MNG TOMB, HSILING 

walks, marble bridges and walled canals create little secluded parks out 
of the artificial wilderness, and near the tombs, woods of firs give the 
conventional setting for the pretentious graves. 

Visitors to Peking should not fail to arrange for a visit to these 
Tombs. All arrangements for the trip, which will occupy two days, can 
be made through the Tourist Agencies in Peking. 

PAOTINGFU 

146 kilometres (91 miles) from Peking 

Is a walled city, formerly the capital of Chihli Province, and is now in 
importance next to Peking and Tientsin. One of the places to be seen is 
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the beautiful park of Lien Hua Chin (Lotus Pond), famous for its lotus 
flowers in Summer. Paotingfu boasts of a University and a Military 
Academy. 

SHIHKIACHWANG 
277 kilometres (173 miles) from Peking 

Is the junction with the Chengtai Railway leading to Taiyuanfu, the 
provincial capital of Shansi. This railway is a narrow gauge line running 
through beautiful mountain scenery. The larger part of its traffic consists 
of coal from the Pintan mines. 

SINSIANG 

614 kilometres (382 miles) from Peking 

Is a town situated on the Wei Ho river. The Taoching Railway runs 
from this station to Taokou and Chinghua. The town has become an 
important business centre for rich agricultural and mineral products. 

CHENGCHOW 
694 kilometres (431 miles) from Peking 

Is an important business town from which Hsuchowfu in the East 
and Kwangyingtan in the West, as well as several other interesting places 
may be reached by means of the Pien-Lo Railway. There is a European 
Hotel and several Chinese inns which cater for travellers. 

It is a large and growing market commercial centre. 

SINTIEN 

1,034 kilometres (643 miles) from Peking 

Is the station for Chi-kung-shan, a favourite summer resort for 
residents of Hankow and other ports in the Yangtze valley. Chi-kung- 
shnn is situated about 5 miles to the east of the Station, and is literally 
dotted with bungalows for summer visitors. 

Wu-sheng-kuan, 5 miles to the south-west, is an old barrier gate in the 
mountains. Lung-pao-shan or the "Creeping Dragon Hill," to the west 
of the station, is remarkable for the huge rocks on its summit, which are 
popularly supposed to resemble creeping dragons about to rise into the 
clouds. 
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HANKOW. 

Hotel. — Terminus Hotel. 

The most central and commanding site in 
THE WUHAN CITIES China is that of the three contiguous cities, 

containing over a million inhabitants, of 
Hankow, Hanyang and Wuchang, known collectively as the Wuhan 
towns, situated on the Yangtzekiang, which at this point, over 600 miles 
from its mouth, is still navigable by ocean-going steamers, while up its 
various branches an immense water traffic penetrates more than one 
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thousand miles into the interior. The great trunk line which will in the 
near future connect Peking with Canton cuts the river here. Thus situated 
at this point of intersection of the great waterway and railway systems 
of China, these cities must become more and more the great distributing 
centre of her growing commerce, and therefore also of the intellectual 
awakening which will follow in the train of commercial progress. 
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Hankow was formerly regarded as only a suburb of the ancient city of 
Hanyang, but has since outstripped that city in importance. Its chief 
industry is tea, and in recent years there have been established many 
factories. 

A visit to the great Han Yeh Ping Iron and Steel Works in Hanyang 
should be made. Hanyang is also the location of a large Government 
arsenal and an extensive plant for making smokeless powder. 

Wuchang is surrounded by a wall seven miles in length and is cut 
into two almost equal parts by the Serpent Hill. It has been regarded 
as the historic and political centre of the Wu Han cities. 

Connection is made between Hankow and Peking by the Peking- 
Hankow Line, while various river steamers maintain services with 
Shanghai and other Yangtze river ports. 

YANGTZE RIVER 

Or the Yangtzekiang, the finest of the great rivers 
YANGTZE RIVER of the world, is over its main parts known to the 

Chinese as the Chang Kiang (Long River). It is also 
known locally by various other names. This great river, about 3,200-3,500 
miles long, drains an area of 700,000 square miles wherein lives half of 
China's population. From its upper reaches in Yunnan and Szechuan 
the river takes at first a north-easterly and then an easterly course in the 
main, thus traversing nearly the whole of China from West to East. 
This great waterway therefore divides China Proper into two almost equal 
parts, with eight provinces to the North and eight to the South, while the 
provinces of Anhui and Kiangsu lie partly on both sides. On the course 
of the main river and its tributaries are 1 1 treaty ports, and in addition 
other ports open under certain restrictions, so it is not surprising to find 
this large river fast becoming a highway for international traffic. 
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THE TIENTSIN-PUKOW LINE 



TECHOW 

238 kilometres (145.5 miles) from Tientsin 

Techow, at one time an important commercial city of Shantung 
Province, is situated near the Chmli boundary. It is a large market town 
on the Grand Canal, lying nearly mid-way between Tientsin and Tsinanfu, 
and has been for centuries an important port of shipment for the produce 
of Shantung to be carried to Tientsin and of goods from Tientsin to be 
distributed in the province ; but since the opening of the railway it shows 
signs of declining prosperity. There is a big Government Arsenal in this 
city. 

TSINANFU 

356 kilometres (220 miles) from Tientsin 

Hotel. — Tsinanfu Railway Hotel. 

Tsinanfu is the capital of Shantung province and a commercial centre of 
considerable importance. The town is magnificently situated at the base 
of a range of hills and can boast of many spots of natural beauty. The 
most interesting place is the Ta-Ming-Hu, a lake famous for its lotus 
flowers. 

This city, 260 miles west of Tsingtau, is at the junction of the Tientsin- 
Pukow Line and the Kiaochow-Tsman Line from Tsingtau, and there is 
water communication for shallow draught vessels with the sea. 

Among the other points of interest in Tsinanfu may be mentioned the 
Confucian (or Public) Library, with its picturesque gardens located on 
the edge of the lake, and accessible from the mainland. 

Tsinanfu was voluntarily opened for foreign settlement by the Chineso 
Government in 1906, being the first city in China in which such action was 
taken. 

The beautiful "Hill of the Thousand Bucldhas" is near the city and 
may be easily reached from the south gate by ricsha. The view from 
the temple on this hill over the city lying at its feet, out over the plain 

[ 48 ] 



and across the Yellow River, is a very extensive and beautiful one, but it 
is surpassed in the extent and variety of the scenery by that from Pagoda 
Hill, from the top of which can be seen not only the plain to the north 
with the Yellow River winding through it, but also the rugged mountainous 
country extending to the south as far as the eye can reach. From the 
top of this Pagoda Hill, may be seen on clear days, the form of Taishan, 
the sacred mountain of Shantung, lying thirty -five miles to the south and 
surrounded on all sides by billowy hills. 

The Temple of the Dragon's Cave, eight miles from the city, is one of 
the most pict mivscjui' in China. The temple lies at tin- bottom ot' a deep 
gorge and there are several caves in the surrounding limestone cliffs. 

A few miles north of Tsinanfu the Yellow 
THE YELLOW RIVER River is crossed by a famous bridge, the 

most important in China and one of the 
longest in the world, its length being 4,180 feet. This great stream, 
about 2,500 miles in length, drains an area of 47,500 sq. miles, and is 
unique among the great rivers of the world in that, owing to its frequent 
change of course, it is of practically no use for navigation. Scarcely a 
decade in the last century has passed without some devastating outbreak 
of this river, despite the enormous sums of money totalling millions of 
dollars which have been spent in the construction of powerful dykes. 
During the years 1048 to 1194, it poured its waters into the sea near 
Tientsin, thence until 1852 its outlet was some 400 miles to the south, 
and since the latter year it has followed its present course. It is hoped 
that with the introduction of improved engineering devices, this course 
may be preserved. 

Travellers may make the journey from Tsinanfu to Tsingtau by way 
of the Kiaochow-Tsinan Lme (Shantung Railway). 

TAIANFU 

428 kilometres (263 miles) from Tientsin 
Hotel. — Taianfu Railway Hotel. 

Taianfu is a very ancient town dating back to the time of the Em- 
peror Shun, who reigned in the twenty-third century before the Christian 
era, and who first offered sacrifices to Heaven from the summit of the 
Taishan, one of the five sacred mountains of China. 
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The great sacred mountain of Taishan (5,100 feet high), is 
TAISHAN 35 miles south of Tsinanfu, and is probably the oldest 

sacred mountain in the world, pilgrims having made their 
periodical visits to the place for several thousand years. The mountain 
is covered with temples and is the location of many spots of great fame 
in Chinese mythology. 

The annual pilgrimage to the mountain takes place in February and 
March, when as many as ten thousand people make the ascent daily. 




SUMMIT OF TAISHAN, TAIA> 



The remarkable mountain road which leads to the summit is paved 
its entire length — about six miles. The fmaljascent is made with about 
600 stone steps. 

The view from the top of Taishan — one of the finest in China — em- 
braces what might be called the holy land of China where her greatest 
sages, Confucius and Mencius, lived, taught and were buried. 
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CHUFOU 

495 kilometres (305 miles) from Tientsin 

Hotel. — Chiifou Kailway Hotel. 

The principal points of interest at Chiifou are the temple and the great 
cemetery, covering about 600 acres and containing the bones of the 
Confucian clan in all its branches for 2,500 years. It is reached by a road 
about a mile long leading between rows of magnificent old cedars. 




ENTRANCE I'AILOC, TAI8HAX, TAIANFU 



The great Confucian temple, the 
THE TEMPLE OF CONFUCIUS finest in China, occupies, with its 

grounds and outlying buildings, one 
whole side of the town, the lofty green tiled roofs being visible for a long 
distance. The carved stone pillars, a mass of interlaced dragons and 
tracery, that support the great shrine, the Ta Ch'eng Tien, "Hall of 
Perfection," wherein the statue of Confucius reposes, are one of the 
marvels of Chinese sculpture. The sacrificial vessels are of priceless 
porcelain and bronze. Everything, in fact, that devotion and money 
can supply has been done to make the temple buildings the grandest 
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specimen of Chinese architecture, and, as usual, they stand in a park of 
splendid trees. Three juniper trees, planted by Confucius himself, and 
the hall where the sage lectured to his followers, are still to be seen in 
the temple grounds. 
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YENCHOWFU 

512 kilometres (316 miles) from Tientsin 

Yenehowfu is a walled city founded in the Chow Dynasty. The 
pagoda at the north-eastern comer of the city is all that now remains 
of the once famous "Hsing Lung" monastery. 



TSOWHSIEN 

532 kilometres (328 miles) from Tientsin 
The chiaf point of interest at this place is the Tomb of Meneius, a 



faithful disciple of Confucius. 
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HSUCHOWFU 

673 kilometres (417 miles) from Tientsin 
Hsuchowfu is a flourishing city in North Kiangsu. Connected by 

busy highways with Mast Hoiian, South Shantung and North Anhui, it 
is a large entreport for the merchandise of these regions. It is also a large 

gfl/rHan-n town. 




TEMPLE OF CONFUCIUS, CHUFOU 

PEN GPU 

838 kilometres (520 miles) from Tientsin 
Pengpu is one of the most important town on the Anhui section of the 
Tientsin-Pukow Line, and much of its present importance is due to 
the opening of this line. It is also an important garrison town. 

PUKOW 

1,013 kilometres (628 miles) from Tientsin 
Pukow, which is a terminus of the Tientsin-Pukow Line, is a port on 
the Yangtze, and bids fair to develop and grow in importance. An 
excellent ferry service operated by the Tientsin-Pukow Line, plies between 
Pukow and Hsia-Kwan, the port of Nanking. 
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THE SHANGHAI-NANKING LINE 



SHANGHAI 

Hotels : Palace Hotel Yi Ping Hsiang Hotel 

Astor House Hotel Great Eastern Hotel 

Burlington Hotel Oriental Hotel 
Grand Hotel Kalee 

Shanghai was an anchoring place for junks until 1842, when, as a 
result of the Opium War, it was opened for foreign trade. During the 
Taiping Rebellion there was a great influx of population and since thai 
time the place has steadily grown in size and importance, until it is now 
easily the leading commercial city in China and the Far East. 

Shanghai is situated in the rich and fertile province of Kiangsu, on 
the Whangpoo River, about 18 miles from the junction of that river with 
the great Yangtze, and is thus directly connected with the network of 
waterways covering practically all China. 

As the great Trans-Siberian route to the East is being otherwise 
utilized passengers coming t<> China are restricted to the various steamship 
lines, most of which make Shanghai a port of call, and travellers have 
generally sufficient time to enable visits to be paid to both the ancient and 
modern portions of the city of Shanghai as well as to make short or long 
journeys by the Shanghai-Nanking and Shanghai-Hangehow-Ningpo 
Lines, which Railways link up Shanghai with the richest provinces in 
China. 

The first view of Shanghai itself is disappointing, unless one is 
fortunate enough to be landed at the Bund, as the city does not possess as 
a back-ground a panorama of picturesque hills, but in the town itself are 
to be seen magnificent buildings comparing favourably with those of 
London, New York or Paris, eloquently testifying to the enterprise, not 
only of the various foreign firms, but of the most up-to-date Chinese 
business houses, to which many of the splendid granite and concrete em- 
poriums belong. 

On every side can be observed abundant evidence of the commercial 
prosperity of Shanghai, due primarily to its favourable situation. 

The splendid electric tramway service has still a healthy competitor 
in the speedy ricsha, and although the many well kept and lighted roads 
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might have been made wider, good organization enables an immense 
number of pedestrians and an enormous variety of vehicles, ranging from 
the latest modern motor car to the coolie's wheel-barrow, to make 
daily use of these thoroughfares, with remarkably few accidents. 

As a shopping centre Shanghai is without a serious rival in the Far 
East. The leading Chinese, British, American, French and Japanese 
establishments stock all kinds of high-class goods, native and foreign 
provisions, etc. Nanking Road is the centre of the shopping district, and 
here in the various stores are displayed silks and satins, embroideries and 
dress materials of all qualities and shades, the many necessary articles of 
dress, the latest books, scientific instruments, etc., in fact, everything of 
utility and ornament, can be purchased. The handsome thoroughfares, 
the palatial hotels, the solid business houses, the spacious Clubs and the 
gorgeous display in the shop windows make Shanghai seem to the newly- 
arrived traveller a veritable city of Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp, 
while the cosmopolitan crowds that throng its streets and the whirl of 
vehicles from the luxurious motor car to the humble wheel-barrow, 
form a moving-picture show of never ceasing interest. Behind and 
beyond this unequalled display of wealth and fashion there will rise before 
the eye of the discerning a vision of all that makes it possible ; innumerable 
backs bent all day over the rice-crop, innumerable blue-clad toilers 
ploughing, digging and weaving, in the vast hinterland of which Shanghai 
is the principal outlet. 

The Bund with its well kept gardens and band-stand accommodating 
a first-class Municipal Band should be seen by the visitor. On the Bund 
are also situated many of the banks, and the splendid offices of the 
numerous business firms engaged in the import and export of merchandise 
between Central China and the rest of the world. 

The Race Course in the centre of the city should be visited, and if 
racing is not taking place generally some international or local sporting 
event is being decided, and the Course itself, with its cricket, football, 
hockey, polo and baseball grounds is decidedly picturesque. 

There is no scarcity of amusements in Shanghai, and on account of 
their multiplicity and variety the visitor must be left to make his own 
choice. 

Those who desire quickly to see modern Shanghai, with its many 
beautiful modern residences enclosed in tastefully laid out private grounds, 
will be well advised to hire a motor car, when the various parks, recreation 
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clubs, etc., such as the French Park in the French Concession, Hongkew 
Park in the Northern district, Jessfield Park in the West and Wayside 
Park in the East can be seen. The many fine public schools, the 
cathedrals, and magnificent new Municipal offices also deserve notice. 

The native city is situated to the south of the Foreign Concession, 
and here and in the adjacent streets and waterways can still be observed 
scenes of the most picturesque character, representing every typical phase 
of Chinese life. Many beautiful types of native architecture are also still 
in existence. 

Visitors should, however, secure the service of a guide or they will 
almost certainly get lost. Everyone is disappointed with what is known 
as the original Willow Pattern tea-house, which stands in a pretty pond, 
and is approached by the familiar Chinese zig-zag bridge, so constructed 
that evil spirits may not pass. The Zung Wong Miao temple will be 
noticed, and this building contains the principal God, also the junks in 
which tin* disciples of Buddha are supposed to have reached China, many 
centuries ago. In the native city beautiful ornaments in ivory, jade, 
porcelain, bamboo, etc., are manufactured, and the visitor will be astonish- 
ed at the deft handiwork of the natives. 

Both in the Concession and the Chinese City there are many Cotton 
and Silk Spinning Mills, Engineering Works, etc. The Kiangnan Dock 
and Engineering Works, formerly part of the Government Kiangnan 
Arsenal, was subsequently detached and placed under the control of the 
Navy. It attends to the repair and construction of steamers for the 
general public. The Kiangnan Arsenal lies at Kuo Chang Miao to the 
South of -the native City and makes guns, rifles, shells, etc., besides 
manufacturing steel and iron plates and gunpowder. 

If time permits every endeavour should be made to visit the chief 
tourist and commercial cities of China, the principal ones of which, situated 
on, or connected by, the Shanghai-Nanking and Shanghai-Hangchow- 
Ningpo Lines, are briefly mentioned in the following pages. 

The Siccawei Observatoky in the French Concession is situated 
about 5 miles to the south-west of Shanghai, and is practically in control 
of meteorological affairs in the East. 

Lunghwa Temple is situated about 6 miles to the south of the 
city and is widely known on accoimt of its fine pagoda, a seven -storeyed 
structure. 
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Woosung is situated at the point where the Whangpoo River pours 
into the Yangtze, and is reached from Shanghai by the Woosung Brum h 
Line, which is 10 miles in length. It is a port of wide celebrity on 
account of the Woosung Fort, which commands the entrance to the 
Whangpoo River, and also because its roadstead supplies ample anchorage 
to all ocean-going steamers. Many improvements, such as the making of 
embankments, laying out of streets, provision for drainage, etc., are 
taking place in this port, which promises to be a serious rival to 
Shanghai. 

QUINSAN (KUNSHAN) 
51 kilometres (32 miles) from Shanghai 

Quinsan is noted for its beautiful gardens and pagoda. The latter, 
which stands t»n the summit of Quinsan Hill, formed the headquarters of 
General Gordon during the Taiping Rebellion of 1868. It can be reached 
in half -an -hour's walk from the station, and makes a delightful spot for 
a picnic. 

Two miles to the cast of Quinsan (Kunshan) Station lies (In- Hsin 
Yang Kong Reach, known to the foreign population of Shanghai, as the 
** Henley of China." This magnificent stretch of water forms an 
excellent spot for picnic and boating parties during spring and autumn. 

SOOCHOW 

86 kilon I miles) from Shanghai 

Hotel and Inn. Railway Hotel, Village Inn. 

Historically and culturally Soochow is one of the most interesting and 
important cities of the whole China. The " Garden City of the Orient," 
for such is the name conferred upon Soochow, is situated some 12 miles to 
the east of that splendid inland sea, the Tai Hu or Greal Lake. Im- 
mediately surrounding the city are numerous hills which rise to a 
considerable height. The Tai Hu is situated beyond a picturesque range 
of hills to the west, and is dotted over with beautiful islands, on which 
are innumerable natural gardens where flowers bloom during ten months 
of the year. 

The surroundings of Soochow, its climate and the peaceful char- 
acteristics of its people, have made it, since the very earliest times, one 
of the most delightful and prosperous cities of China. Several modern 
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industries have lately sprung into existence here and the city at the 
present time may be classed as one of the most up-to-date in the 
interior of China. 

An enjoyable day's outing may be had by taking the early train from 
Shanghai to Soochow and visiting the several gardens and pagodas, as 
well as the silk shops, situated within the city walls. 

The many canals which intersect the rich and beautiful city of Soo- 
chow have given it the name of " The Venice of the Far East," while 
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THE GRAND CANAL NKAK SOOCHOW 



the very high standing which its scholars have always enjoyed has made 
it the Athens of China. It is one of the oldest and most famous cities 
of China. A moat 50 to 100 yards wide surrounds the city. 

The South Gate Pagoda is one of the many for which claims of the 
greatest antiquity are made, the date of construction of the original 
being about 248 A.D. The Great Pagoda, seen near the city wall from 
the railway station, is one of the most famous in China. It consists of nine 
storeys, 250 feet high, and is a marvel of proportion. 

Foreign meals are obtainable at the Village Inn, Soochow, and rooms 
may also be had there by travellers desirous of staying overnight. 
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WUS1H 

138 kilometres (80 miles) from Shanghai 
Wusih is a large walled city and the centre of a great silk industry. 
The country round about is one immense mulberry plantation, and visitors 
should on no account miss a visit to one of the many filatures of the district. 
Another entrance to the Tai Hu (Great Lake), and the shortest one, 
is from Wusih. The scenery is most picturesque, the place being surround- 
ed by well wooded hills which in spring are covered with wild flowers, form- 
ing an ideal spot for picnic and holiday parties. 

Lake Tai-Hu (Great Lake) is a large sheet of water second in size only 
to Lake Tung-ting and covering an area of 837 sq. miles. The lake is 
connected by canals with towns in the neighbourhood — Wusih, Nan-zin, 
etc. The regions round about the lake constitute by far the most import- 
ant silk-producing district of China. In the lake are numerous islands. 
In Summer the lake is a great resort of the people living in the vicinity 
who come out in house-boats in picnic fashion to enjoy the cool breeze. 

CHANGCHOW 

160 kilometres (100 miles) from Shanghai 

Changchow is an ancient walled city, seventeen centuries old, and at 
the present time a great trade centre. The Buddhist Monastery, which is 
said to contain three hundred monks, is specially recommended for a 
visit to tourists and others. On the way to the Monastery a visit should 
also be paid to the pagoda, which is considered one of the oldest and 
finest in China. 

The district around Changchow abounds with game, and good 
shooting may be had. 

CHINKIANG 
241.5 kilometres (150 miles) from Shanghai 

Chinkiang is situated on a tract of land lying between the Yangtze 
and the Grand Canal, at the point where the Canal crosses the river. 
The foreign settlements occupy an attractive site, stretching along the 
bank of the Yangtze river from the mouth of the Grand Canal. 

The Silver Island Pass with its narrow and difficult channel, its great 
rush of waters, its overhanging cliffs and bristling forts is justly called 
the "Gate of the Yangtze." Silver Island itself , with its ancient temples, 
its fine trees and magnificent view, is one of the most attractive spots in 
China. 
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NANKING 

310 kilometres (193 miles) from Shanghai 

Hotel. Bridge House Hotel. 

Nanking, the present capital of Kiangsu Province, and the old classical 
capital of China, dates back to 600 B.C., and few cities in the world have 
such a chequered history. Lying midway between North and South China, 
it forms a natural capital to the country, but also is the inevitable battle- 
ground in the event of the clash of opposing factions, and recorded history 
back to legendary times is one long tale of sieges and wars. The last 




great disaster which visited the city was the Taiping Rebellion (1853-64) 
when it was held for some years by the rebel forces, who did enormous 
damage, practically depopulating the once prosperous city. Extensive 
damage was also done during the years 1911-12, when Nanking was the 
centre of the Republican Forces, the Manchu quarter being practically 
razed to the ground. The city, although growing in importance as a port 
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and trading centre, has not yet entirely recovered from these disasters, 
and its old walls, twenty-two miles in circumference, enclose much ground 
now given over to cultivation, but once the site of handsome dwelling 
places and public edifices. A number of stone bridges crossing streams 
in the middle of fields indicate the location of streets which existed at 
a time when the city was many times its present size. 




A BUSY SCENE, NANKING 



Points of interest are the Examination Halls, Drum and Bell Towers, 
Lotus Lake and Buddhist Temple, The Examination Hall, containing 
rooms for 20,000 students, was built during the Ming Dynasty and en- 
larged later. With the passing of the classical system of examination for 
government posts, it ceased to be used and is now largely in a ruinous 
condition. The Drum and Bell Towers are both ancient structures, the 
former erected in 1092 A.D., and were used to sound the hours, and to 
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call the city to arms in the event of a siege. The Buddhist Temple is a 
particularly fine example of its kind. The only remaining part of the 
world famous porcelain Pagoda, destroyed by the Taipings, its bronze 
cupola, now overturned, lies outside the south City Gate. The pagoda, 
built in the early fifteenth century, was encased in the finest white glazed 
brick, the overhanging eaves covered with green tiles. 




CONFUCIAN TEMPLE, EADIN, NEAR NANKING 

A motor road now leads to the tombs of the early Ming Emperors, 
who were buried on a hillside to the west of the city. These tombs bear a 
striking resemblance to those of the later Mings at Nankow. The first 
Emperor was buried in 1398, and around the site of his tomb are grouped 
walls and buildings which for more than five hundred years have stood 
witness to the grandeur of the Dynasty. As in the case of the tombs at 
Nankow, they are approached by a long avenue flanked with stone figures 
of men and animals. 
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THE SHANGHAI-HANGCHOW-NINGPO LINE 



SUNGKIANG 

45 kilometres (28 miles) from Shanghai 
Sungkiang is a walled city and was at one time the centre for rice 
'tis! ri hut ion throughout the Empire. There may still be seen the miniature 
city, only a quarter of a mile in diameter, but completely cut off from 
the rest, where were situated the warehouses in which the rice was 
stored previous to being sent to Peking. Other points of interest aie 
the observatory of the French Fathers at the summit of She Shan, and 
the grave of General Frederick Ward, an American officer employed 
by the Chinese in the mid-nineteenth century to command the Imperialist 
forces, then in process of crushing the Taiping Rebellion. The cemetery, 
which contains also the temple erected by the Chinese in his honour, is 
outside the West Gate of the city. 

(CASHING 

99 kilometres (62 miles) from Shanghai 

Kashing is a prosperous prefectural city in Chekiang province. The 
lake districts are well worth a visit. In the South Lake is situated a 
famous building, known as the M Yen Yu Lau " or Mist Rain Hall, a 
poetic name not unworthy of the very pretty surroundings, where 
Emperor Chien Lung stayed several times during his inspection of the 
Southern Provinces and where his autographs and writings carved en 
large stones can still be seen. 

Another interesting sight is the Three Pagodas, situated about two 
miles from the station, which are famous for their unique structure and 
antiquity. 

HANGCHOW 

190 kilometres (118 miles) from Shanghai 
Hotels: Railway Hotel 

New Hotel, West Lake 
Woo Ping Hotel 

Hangchow is situated at the south terminus of the Grand C&nal just 
as Tientsin is at the other end in the north, and is the capital city of 
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Chekiang province. The city dates back several centuries before the 
Christian era and, under the name of Lin -an, was the capital of the 
Southern Sung Dynasty. The district of Hangchow, with its famous 
West Lake, surrounding high hills and numerous temples, is well worthy 




THREE PAGODAS, HASHING 



of the name of the M Switzerland of China." Hangchow is coupled with 
Soochow by a Chinese poet in the following saying, now current as a 
proverb : — 

** Heaven above, beneath are Soo and Hang M 

*fc * * T * 3* * *Jfc 

The main interest of Hangchow is centred on the West Lake, the 
scenic beauty of which called forth high praise from Marco Polo. Good 
roads lead to the lake which is situated about two miles from the city. 
One day is sufficient for a cursory visit, but visitors will not regret 
spending two or three days making excursions on the lake itself or in the 
surrounding hills. Houseboats and chairs can be hired at a reasonable 
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charge for these excursions. Gateways, bridges, rest houses, pavilions 
and monuments of different kinds are scattered about the lake and islets 
therein, while the lotus and other flowers are much in evidence in their 
seasons. Pagodas and temples dot the surrounding hills. 

Among the renowned cities of China. Hangchow, capital of Chekiang 
Province, holds a most important place. Few other cities have played 
such an important part in the dramatic history of the country and few 
others are at the present time so picturesque, although most of its 
ancient glories have disappeared, and the city is only a fraction of the size 
it was in its prime. 

Poets of many centuries have sung its praises and many Emperors of 
China have visited it and added to its natural beauties by bridges, 
pavilions and villas. 

During the winter season excellent shooting may be had amongst 
the hills around Hangchow. 

Silk and tea form the principal articles of commerce, the products of 
the Hangchow silk looms being noted on account of their high finish and 
durability, 

GRAND CANAL 

The famous Grand Canal, which, starting from the Tsientangkiang, 
near Hangchow, and traversing portions of two provinces (Chekiang and 
Chihli) and the whole of two other provinces (Kiangsu and Shantung), 
leads to Tientsin over a distance of about 900 m., and is one of the few 
great inland waterways of China. From Tientsin the Canal Route 
further extends to Tung-Chou (120 m.) by the course of the Pei-ho, and 
from Tung-chou to Peking (13 m.) by the Tungchou Canal. Formerly in 
its south section both banks of the Canal were built of stone, but they 
were destroyed by Taiping Rebels, — the remnants of the original 
embankments may yet be seen here and there. The Canal is spanned 
at frequent intervals by stone bridges, some of one arch, others of several 
arches, which with their archaic shape greatly enhance the beauty of the 
scenery around. The section between Hangchow and Chinkiang on 
the Yangtze (200 m.) was cut between 605 and 618 A. D., under the 
Southern Sung Dynasty, which had its seat at Hangchow. On this 
section two branch routes lead to Shanghai, one the Soochow Creek from 
Soochow and the other the Whangpoo-kiang from Kashing. 
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In the next section between Chinkiang and Chingkiang-pu, the huge 
Yangtze -kiang is availed of, as well as the three lakes, Kao-yu-hu, 
Pao-ying-hu, and Hung-tse-hu. In the neighbourhood of Chingkiang- 
pu the Canal intersects the old bed of the Huang-ho, which was its 
course before 1852. The section between Chingkiang-pu and Tientsin 
was cut in 1260-1290, under the Yuan or Mongolian Dynasty. On 
entering Shantung Province the Canal is crossed by the Tientsin- 
Pukow Railway at a spot near Han-chuang, and from here to Tungping 
it traverses a very uneven region, between low, undulating hills, so that 
at several places dams have been constructed to remedy the difference 
of level in its bed. When a junk is about to cross a dam, the sluice 
gate is opened, and the vessel after being unloaded is then pulled by a 
rope tied round its body, the rope being worked by a lathe. Between 
Tung Ping and Tientsin, the Canal takes in the waters of the Wei-ho. 
It must be said that this important waterway is losing the monopoly 
of the carrying traffic, owing to the competition of the railway. 

NINGPO 

217 kilometres (134 miles) from Shanghai 

Ningpo is the commercial capital of Chekiang Province and one of 
the first cities of the Republic to engage in foreign trade, a Portuguese 
trading colony having settled here in the sixteenth century. It is famous 
for its lacquer work and as a centre for exquisitely carved white wood. 
The railway connecting it with Hangchow and Shanghai is not yet 
complete, but its forthcoming opening will considerably add to the 
importance of the city. 
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